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The CLA is Not Just a Test

The CLA is committed to improve 
teaching and learning through 

assessment, research, best 
practice, community building and 

professional development
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CLA Programs
What they share:

Focus on the

importance of

Performance

Desire to assist in

the improvement of

teaching and

learning

CLA Assessment Services

CLA Education
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What do we mean by Performance?
Reference
See J. Lava’s work
on “situated
learning”—the
notion that meaning
should be presented
in settings and
situations that
would normally
involve such
knowledge:
embedded in
activity, context and
Culture (1990).

The presentation of curriculum and 
assessment in a way that 

authentically mimics the types of 
tasks students will be posed with 
once they graduate from college.
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The Performance Task

Many faculty already use performance tasks

that focus on content knowledge or skills:

Modern dance teacher has students choreograph and dance

Engineering professor has students build a model bridge

English instructor has students write a play

Sociology professor has students conduct a research study
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The Performance Task
Skills focused on:
Critical Thinking

Analytic Reasoning

Problem Solving

Written Communication

Are open-ended, where students write

constructed responses.

Are based upon real-life scenarios.

Focus on students’ ability to gather evidence

and use information to prepare a response.
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Sample Performance Task

Crime Reduction
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CLA Product Offerings

Institutional Reporting

Student Level Data File

Basic or In-Depth Sampling

CLA Coffee [cla]tches

CLA Spotlight 

Peer Group Analyses 

Performance Task Academy

Performance Task Library

Faculty Certification

Student Feedback Reporting 

Institutional Feedback Reporting 
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CLA Assessment Services
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Translating Knowledge…

Knowledge in Major General Knowledge

Skills in Major General Skills
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Analytic Writing: Make-An-Argument
Directions: 

45 minutes, present

your perspective on

the issue, using

relevant reasons

and/or examples to

support your views. Government funding would be better spent 
on preventing crime than in dealing with 

criminals after the fact.
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AW: MA Scoring

Scoring looks for whether students can:

 Establish a thesis

 Maintain the thesis

 Support the thesis with examples

 Anticipate and counter opposing 
arguments
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Analytic Writing: Break-An-Argument
Directions:

30 minutes, discuss

how well-reasoned

you find the

argument; focus on

the logic displayed.

The number of marriages that end in divorce keeps 
growing.  A large percentage of them are from 
June weddings.  Because June weddings are so 

popular, couples end up being engaged for a long 
time just so that they can get married in the 

summer months.  The number of divorces gets 
bigger with each passing year, and the latest news 
is that more than 1 out of 3 marriages will end in 

divorce.  So, if you want a marriage to last forever, 
it is best to do everything you can to prevent 

getting divorced.  Therefore, it is good advice for 
young couples to have short engagements and 
choose a month other than June for a wedding.
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AW: BA Scoring

Scoring looks for whether students can:

 Identify logical flaws or fallacies

 Determine how these logical flaws 
influence the argument’s conclusion
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PT Scoring

Scoring looks for whether students can:

 Evaluate evidence

 Analyze and synthesize evidence

 Draw conclusions
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A Learning Orientation

Focus on gains made by students (while 
controlling for differences in student ability 
before they set foot on campus)

Two ways to conceptualize this growth:

 Overall growth

 Expected vs. actual
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A Learning Orientation

07-08 Dataset
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Reporting
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Sampling

Relationship between

95% confidence

interval size and

senior sample size for

07-08 dataset.
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Sampling

Value-added scores

and 95% confidence

intervals for the 07-08

dataset



AIRUM
Bloomington, MN

October 29th, 2009

Sampling

Value-added scores

and 95% confidence

intervals for the 07-08

dataset



AIRUM
Bloomington, MN

October 29th, 2009

Sampling

Value-added scores

and 95% confidence

intervals for the 07-08

dataset



AIRUM
Bloomington, MN

October 29th, 2009

Accountability vs. Learning

In order for CLA results to bridge the gap

between accountability and learning,

participating institutions should ask

themselves:

 What led to those results?

 What improvement goals makes sense for 
our institution now?
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Student Data File
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Identifying Correlations

Allows for:
Comparisons with

locally collected

variables

Disaggregation of

data for institutions

that in-depth

sample

CLA Student Level Data File provides:

 CLA Scores and Identifiers
(CLA Scale Scores, student percentile ranks)

 Registrar Data
(GPA, SAT/ACT/SLE)

 Self-Reported Data
(Age, gender, race/ethnicity, field of study)

 Locally customizable survey responses
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In-Depth Sampling

Allows institutions to drill down and consider

variation within your institution

Sample size for any desired cohort: minimum

100 students or 50% of the cohort
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Collaboration

The Importance of

Confidentiality:

Our goal is not to

rank institutions nor

to publically expose

institutional results

in a manner that

would wrongly

Encourage

misinterpretation.

Consortium participation

CLA Coffee [cla]tches

The CLA Spotlight

CLA Focus Groups
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Peer Group Analysis

Designed to enable institutions to select the

criteria (e.g. size, sector, geographic region,

etc.) that reflect various institutional

characteristics that are of interest to them.

Allows institutions to control for other

characteristics (beyond entering test scores)

that narrow the group of similarity.

In Development
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CLA Education

Can complement CLA Assessment Services or
be used independently

Focuses on faculty, and the classroom as the
place to improve higher order skills

Leverages authentic assessment,
performance tasks, and rubrics of the CLA

Preliminarily launched in 2008, with full
launch in 2009-10
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CLA Education

Focuses on teaching and learning

Works directly with faculty

Skill development and tool building

Bridges the gap between institutional
assessment and classroom practice
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CLA Education

CLA in the Classroom

Performance Task Academy

Performance Task Library

Faculty Certification

Feedback Reporting

Student Feedback Report 

Institutional Feedback Report 
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Academies to Date

Continued Expansion:

K-12 educators

Community colleges

Creating course-long 
Performance 
Tasks

By academic discipline
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Upcoming Academies

January 7-8

New York, NY
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Performance Task Library

Participating faculty members share the

performance tasks that they have created.

Performance tasks can be accessed by other

faculty; tasks can be downloaded, adapted

and implemented.

Exceptional performance tasks will be shared

with measurement scientists for possible

further development.

Tasks created to date:

Immigration

Health Care

Foreign Policy

Nutrition

Child Care

Museum Acquisitions

University policy
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Faculty Certification

Starting this spring, faculty members will walk

away from Performance Task Academies

certified in their ability to create their own

tasks, which they can add to their

professional development portfolio.

In Development
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Feedback Reporting

CLA in the Classroom

Performance Task Academy 

Performance Task Library 

Faculty Certification

Feedback Reporting

Student Feedback Report  (in development)

Institutional Feedback Report (in development)
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Student Feedback Report  

Complements the CLA Institutional Report

Students in one classroom complete a

performance task (no matrix sampling, can

occur at any time during the year)

Responses scored on demand

Absolute performance is reported

In Development
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Student Feedback Report  
Feedback Categories

Analytic reasoning and 
evaluation

Problem Solving

Writing: Persuasiveness

Writing: Mechanics

Skill Categories

Emerging

Developing

Excelling

Mastering
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Institutional Feedback Report  

Using the same scoring rubric as employed in

the Student Feedback Report, the

Institutional Feedback Report provides a

report of overall performance.

The report includes specific examples of work

from that institution’s students’ responses.

In Development
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The CLA is Not Just a Test

The CLA is committed to improve 
teaching and learning through 

assessment, research, best 
practice, community building and 

professional development
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For More Information

www.collegiatelearningassessment.org

www.collegiatelearningassessment.org/latestnews

www.claintheclassroom.org

www.twitter.com/cla_beat
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For More Information

Alex Nemeth

Program Manager

212.217.0718

anemeth@cae.org
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